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CHAPTER-22

FEMII IST PERSPECTIVES O] ECOI OMIC GLOBALIZATIOLI : Al
OVERVIEW

Dr. Ankush L. More
HOD & Professor,
UG & PG Department of Economics
Sonubhau Baswant College of Arts & Commerce, Shahapur, Dist. Thane-421601 (M S)

Introduction

In its broadest sense, globalization refers to the economic, social, cultural, and
political processes of integration that result from the expansion of transnational economic
production, migration, communications, and technologies. Although both Western and non-
Western feminists working in various areas of philosophy, including ethics, metaphysics,
political philosophy, epistemology, and aesthetics, have made important contributions to
debates about globalization, this entry focuses on one subset of these critiques. Below, we
outline the ways in which predominantly Western feminist political philosophers who
explicitly discuss globalization have articulated and addressed the challenges associated with
its economic and political dimensions.
What is Globalization?
1. Economic Globalization

Economic globalization refers to the processes of global economic integration that
emerged in the late 20" century, fuelled by neoliberal ideals. Rooted in classical liberal
economic thought, neoliberalism claims that a largely unregulated capitalist economy
embodies the ideal of free individual choice and maximizes economic efficiency and growth,
technological progress, and distributive justice. Economic globalization is associated with
particular global political and economic institutions, such as the World Trade Organization,
the International Monetary Fund, and the World Bank, and specific neoliberal economic
policies, such as the following:
Trade liberalization: Free trade policies, such as the United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement (also known as the New NAFTA), seek to integrate regional or global markets by
reducing trade barriers among nations. Signatory countries typically agree to eliminate tariffs,
such as duties and surcharges, as well as nontariff obstacles to trade, such as licensing
regulations, quotas on imports, and subsidies to domestic producers.
Deregulation: Trade liberalization is associated with the easing of restrictions on capital flow
and investment, along with the elimination of government regulations that can be seen as
unfair barriers to trade, including legal protections for workers, consumers, and the
environment.
Privatization of Public Assets: Economic globalization is marked by the sale of state-owned
enterprises, goods, and services to private investors in the name of expanding markets and
increasing efficiency. Such assets include banks, key industries, highways and railroads,
power and electricity, education, and healthcare. Privatization often also involves the sale of
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Many feminists’ political philosophers have argued that globalization has contributed
to human rights violations against women. Most obviously, neoliberal policies have led to
infringements of specific social and economic rights, such as the right “to a standard of living
adequate for the health and well-being” and the right “to security in the event of
unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, and old age” (Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, article 25). Moreover, by diminishing women’s economic security, neoliberal
policies have exacerbated existing forms of gender discrimination and violence and made
women and girls more vulnerable to a wide variety of additional human rights violations.
Three examples are prominent in the literature. First, the economic insecurity and
concomitant increase in poverty associated with globalization have made girls more
vulnerable to sexual exploitation. In particular, girls are more likely to be sold as child brides
or pushed into prostitution or sexual slavery in order to support their families. Second, when
resources are scarce, women and girls are less likely to receive food than boys and men and
are less likely to attend school. Finally, Shiva argues that neoliberal globalization has made
women more vulnerable to sexual violence. She notes the extraordinary increase in rape in
India: 800 percent since the 1970s and an additional 250 percent since the economy was
liberalized. Although the reasons for this rise are complex, Shiva believes they are connected
to several aspects of globalization: structural adjustment policies, which eliminated major
sectors of women’s economic activity; the destruction of the natural environment, which
displaced many women; and the exclusion of women from economic and political decision-
making.

4. Democracy and Global Governance

As with human rights, feminist philosophers have argued that globalization has
contradictory implications for democratic governance. On the one hand, neoliberalism has
diminished national sovereignty, further excluding women and the poor from democratic
processes. Yet globalization also connects people across national borders, creating
transnational communities that offer new avenues for democratic participation.

Globalization has been accompanied by the establishment of formal democracy in
some countries and the number of women serving in national legislatures has increased in
some nations. However, some feminist philosophers are quick to argue that neoliberalism has
not resulted in increased political influence for women on the whole, especially at the level of
global politics. One important reason is that global economic institutions are neither
adequately representative nor fully democratic. Women are virtually absent from the formal
decision-making bodies of institutions such as the WTO and the World Bank, and these
institutions tend to be unofficially dominated by the interests of wealthy nations and
multinational corporations.

Feminists argue that women’s lack of political influence at the global level has not
been compensated for by their increased influence in national politics because globalization
has undermined national sovereignty, especially in poor nations. Structural adjustment
policies require debtor nations to implement specific domestic policies that disproportionately
harm women, such as austerity measures, despite strong local opposition. Trade rules issued
by the World Trade Organization also supersede the national laws of signatory nations,
including those pertaining to matters of ethics and public policy, such as environmental
protections and health and safety standards for imported goods, as well as trade tariffs.
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Conclusion

On the whole, globalization presents a number of challenges to feminist political

philosophers who seek to develop conceptions of justice and responsibility capable of
responding to the lived realities of both men and women. As globalization will most certainly
continue, these challenges are likely to increase in the coming decades. As we have outlined

above,

feminist political philosophers have already made great strides towards understanding

this complex phenomenon. Yet the challenge of how to make globalization fairer remains for
feminist philosophers, as well as all others who strive for equality and justice.
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